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Henry Fielding, Eſq; 
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HE Puri is highly obliged to 

you for your excellent Diſcourſe, 
entitled, * An Enquiry into the Cauſes of 
_ © the late Increaſe of Robbers, &c. 


For 
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For though the Propoſals which you have 


offered for remedying this growing Evil, 


do not, I think, Trace the Evil from the 
very Fountain-head, and ſhew whence it 
© originally ſprings ;* yet, if carried into 
Exccution, they might probably not a little 


contribute to reduce the Evil within ſome 
Bounds. | 


Men would never give themſelves up to 
a continued Courſe of Robbery, if it were 
not for the indulging themſelves in ſome 
Vice, to which they have by Nature the 
ſtrongeſt Temptation ; when they are al- 
moſt ſure, ſooner or later, to ſuffer Death, 
or to be tranſported. 


Certain it is, that no Man betook him 
ſelf to this Courſe of Life, either for the 
Et ſake 
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ſake of partaking in ſome public Diverſion, 
or of getting drunk, or to enable him to 
ſet up for a Gameſter. 


Every Robber, at leaſt the moſt notori- 
ous, has ſome farther View in getting 
Money, by that way of Life, which is evi- 
dently this, — to ſpend it in Debawchery. 


At the Time, when the late unhappy 
Mr. Maclain was apprehended, an infamous 
Woman was found at his Lodging. And 
though the poor low Rogue cannot pretend 
to keep a Miſtreſs, yet he has no ſooner got 
a little Money, but he reſorts to thoſe 
Houſes, which are frequented by levrd 
Women ; and when the little he has 
colleted is laviſhed away upon theſe 
wretched Creatures, he is encouraged and 
hardned by them to go out, and get more 
in the ſame way. 


This 
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This is ſo undeniably the Truth of the 
Caſe, the very Fountain-head, whence 
Robbery originally ſprings ; „ that I am 
not a little ſurprized, you ſhould not have 
added one Section more, how to ſuppreſs 
Debauchery among the lower kind of Peo- 
fle; which can only be done, either by 
clearing the Town, in ſome meaſure, of 
theſe infamous Women, or obliging them 
to get their Living by ſome honeſt Labour 


or Calling. 


I leave it to the Legiſlature to enact ſome 
Law, for the Diſcovery and Conviction of 
all fuch Women; and when they are con- 
victed, let them be tranſported ; this is the 
only Way to get rid of them, 


Happy 
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HFlappy were it, if all Places of public 
Diverſions were abſolutely ſuppreſſed, but 
ſuch only, as are licenſed by Authority; 
and that even theſe were put under 
ſome Regulations, and nothing ſuffered 
to be exhibited, that has any Tendency 
to corrupt the Morals of Men, or is a 
Diſhonour to Chriſtianity. 


Happy were it, if no ſort of Gaming 
were permitted, but at private Houſes, 
and theſe only, where Maſters or Miſtreſſes 
do not make a Trade of it, and are Perſons 
of Faſhion, Reputation and Fortune; or 
in ſuch Company or Families, where it is 
practiſed only, as an innocent Amuſement. 


B | Your 
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Your Obſervations on the Laws relating 


to the Proviſion for the Poor, and to Vaga- 


-bonds, are what highly deſerve the Atten- 


tion of the Legiſlature, 


But theſe do not reach the Caſe of the 


notorious Robber ; — Of that great Gang 


of Rogues, (of which you make mention) 
whoſe Number falls little ſhort of a Hun- 
dred, who are incorporated in one Body, 
have Officers and a Treaſury, and have 
reduced Theft and Robbery into a regular 
Syſtem, and who appear in all Diſguiſes, 
and mix in moſt Companies ; are verſed 
in every Art of Cheating, Thieving, and 
Robbing ; and are armed with every Me- 
thod of evading the Law, if they ſhould 
ever be diſcovered, and an Attempt made 
to bring them to Juſtice”, 

Theſe 
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Theſe Men cannot be included among 
the Number of the Poor, or of Vaga- 
bonds. Theſe are the Men, whoſe Increaſe 
ought the moſt to be dreaded. And the 
only way to prevent their Increaſe, and 
wholly to extirpate them, is, to prevent De- 
bauchery, to rid this great Metropolis of 
lewd and infamous Women; who moſt 
certainly are the Engines, that ſet them to 
Work, and for whoſe ſake they hazard their 


Lives. 


I allow, there are Difficulties in the ap- 
prehending of Felons, in the Proſecuting, 
and the Tryal of them, which ought to be 
removed ; and that theſe Difficulties do give 
Encouragement to Robbery ; as does like- 
wiſe the Hope of their obtaining a Pardon. 


B 2 But 
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But I cannot agree with you, That the 
Celerity, Privacy, and Solemnity of Exe- 
cutions would have ſuch an Effet, as 
you imagine, to prevent Robbery ; or 
indeed that they would prevent or re- 
claim one Man from being a Robber. 
It muſt be owing to other Caules, 
than the ſolemn manner of executing 
Criminals, that Robberies are fo rare in 


Holland. 


The Solemnity of Execution, if it were 
practiſed in this Country, no doubt, would 


ſtrike a Terror into thoſe Perſons, that ſuffer 


Death: But wicked Men, who were not 
preicnt at that Solemnity, when they were 
told of it, would only deride it. | 


There is one Thing, which well de- 
ſerved your Notice, that gives great En- 
couragement 
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couragement to Robbery, and that is; — 
The Account, which is given in the 
Seſſions-Papers, and other Tracts, of the 
Behaviour of ſuch as are executed. Theſe 
Perſons are repreſented, as dying Penitent, 
and conſequently in a State of Salvation. 
We very rarely read of one Inſtance to the 
Contrary. 


Nay, ſome Writers, who have given an 
Account of the Behaviour of thoſe unhappy 
Perſons, have very raſhly and injudiciouſly 
aſſured them; — That their Caſe was 
© exactly parallel to the Caſe of the Thief 
on the Crols, recorded in the Goſpel; 
© to which it bears not the leaſt Similitude. 


When other Robbers bear and read this, 


it greatly encourages them to continue 
their wicked Courſe of Lite ; and there can 


be 
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be no doubt, they ſay within themſelves ;--- 
© It is but to dye Penitent at laſt, and we 
© ſhall be ſaved in the next Life.” 


Upon the whole. Though there be many 
different Cauſes of Robbery, as evidently 
appears from your Book ; yet, if all theſe 
were removed, Robbery would ſtill be car- 
ried on to a great Degree ; unleſs ſome 
effectual Law be enacted, and vigorouſly 
carried into Execution, to prevent De- 
bauchery. 


T am, 


Pr1Lo-PATRIA. 
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